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 In this year of remembrance, I am compelled to 
look at my own Scouting career and reflect on how 
far I have come since first joining about 15 years 
ago.  I have grown a great deal in that time, both 
physically and some would even say mentally (ha 
ha to everyone laughing about that), and I owe 
quite a bit of it to Scouting and to the Order of the 
Arrow.  Through Scouting I have learned principles 
that will guide my life to its end, whenever that 
may be, and I am grateful; however, I’d forgotten 
something:  I did not come all this way alone.
 I would not be the man that I am today if it 
weren’t for the leaders and older Scouts always 
being there for me, but they do not get most 
of the credit.  In fact, I would say that the most 
important “Scouter” in my life is not a Scout at all; 
she is my mother.  She has driven me from place 
to place, badge to badge, camp-out to camp-out, 
and though I’m sure that I thanked her after every 
venture, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank her outright, for always being there.  There 
were times that I had problems that I couldn’t take 
to my Scoutmaster or to my adviser—I had to go 
to the one person that I knew could help me:  I had 
to go to my mother.
 So, especially as Mother’s Day approaches, 
I ask that you look back at your own Scouting 
careers and think of those that got you this far.  
Who was it that sewed all those badges on your 
uniform and drove you all the way to summer 
camp when you missed the bus?  Chances are 
it was somebody out of uniform and behind the 
scenes.
 Earlier this year, my mother had a small brush 
with death, and it really got me thinking:  who is 
going to be my support when she’s gone?  While 
your special someone is still around, give them a 
hug, they deserve it.
 Thanks Mom for all you’ve done!  A big hug is 
waiting for you!

Forgotten Scouters:  
Remember Our Mothers
An Editorial by A.J. Konrad

 In the last issue of the Tom-Tom, A.J. wrote 
about the need for eligible Ordeal members to 
seal their membership by becoming Brotherhood 
members.  I was amazed at the amount of 
feedback and criticism that came about.  Most of 
the feedback was supportive, and the effectiveness 
of the editorial can be seen in one of the largest 
Brotherhood groups in March Ordeal history (57 
this year).  However, I was disappointed that 
some of the criticisms contained mean and hurtful 
comments towards A.J.  No matter how strongly 
we feel about an issue, we should remember 
the points of the Scout Law, especially Friendly, 
Courteous, Kind, and Cheerful!
 After sifting through the unpleasantness, I 
discovered that most of the negative comments 
were based on misconceptions about the Order 
and its purpose.  In order to help enlighten all 
of us, I strongly urge each of you to read (or re-
read) your Order of the Arrow Handbook.  I don’t 
mean skim through it; I mean that you should truly 
READ it.  In addition, the Lodge leadership is in 
the process of creating a “Fact Sheet” to distribute 
to new members and the parents of new youth 
members that should help explain the basics of 
the Order of the Arrow.
 To correct one of the biggest misconceptions, 
Scouts who are First Class and have 15 days/nights 
of camping (6 consecutive days/5 nights and only 
that many being from long-term camp) are NOT 
qualified to be members of the OA.  Only those 
Scouts who meet the aforementioned requirements 
AND have been certified by their Scoutmasters as 
having Scout spirit (i.e., he adheres to the Scout 
Oath and Law and ACTIVELY participates in unit 
activities) may be on the ballot for election by their 
fellow troop members into the Order.  Brotherhood 
is how the Scout proves correct the choice of his 
Scoutmaster and peers—that he truly deserves to 
be considered an honor camper.

Brotherhood Conversion:
Members Respond
An Editorial by W. Scott Street, IV
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Congratulations
Congratulations to the following 
Arrowmen who became members 
of the Order by completing the 
March Ordeal in March.  These new 
brothers are eligible for Brotherhood 
after 10 months of membership has 
been attained (Winter Ordeal, March 
18-20, 2004).

Spencer William Alexander...........T530
Thelton Ray Alexander III .............T530
Roger B. Arnold Jr. .......................T728
Brock William Aron .......................T891
Joe W. Atherton ............................T894
Robert Murphy Bailey V................T252
Charles E. Burden III ....................T912
Lynnette B. Buzzell ........................ D70
Aaron Timothy Cain......................T900
Eugene R. Campbell ....................T205
Joshua David Carrasco ................T912
Gary J. Ceman .............................T735
Michael T. Cheatham....................T184
Terry Lee Cheatham Sr.................T184
David Alexander Coates ...............T252
Brian Richard Cook ......................T503
Alan Porter Daniel ........................T751
Richard C. Daniels........................T810
Allen Webster DeHoff ...................T806
Christopher Ian Donaher ..............T837
Kevin Earl Donahue......................T555
William Boland Eggleston III.........T894
William Boland Eggleston Jr. ........T894
Michael John Erskin .....................T837
Darrell Steven Faber Jr.................T922
Darrell Steven Faber Sr. ...............T922
Matthew Raymond Faszewski......T894
Zachary Hyland Fowler.................T700
Kendall William Gates ..................T570

Linda E. Gates..............................T570
James Lee Gill III..........................T893
James Ryan Gravitte ....................T837
William A. Hailey...........................T838
Nicholas Andrew Harman.............T530
Mark Benjamin Hopkins................T883
Charles Blake Jessee...................T444
Brennen Lukas Jones...................T890
Cameron Burgess King ................T891
Michael Jason King ......................T258
Kevin Patrick Leahy......................T876
Jonathan Lewis.............................T499
Matthew Steven Lowe ..................T800
Michael W. Lynch .........................T736
Timothy P. Lynch ..........................T736
Thomas Justin Mason ................T6537
Tod Randall Massa.......................T835
Tucker Nash Matthews.................T891
John Rhea McCutcheon III ...........T444
Joshua Lee Meeks .......................T912
Carl Thomas Milligan....................T500
John Michael Newman .................T800
David Benjamin Newsome ...........T770
Patrick Joseph O’Brien .................T819
David Ford Peterson.....................T710
Jameson Gray Powell...................T570
Kevin Lee Roach ..........................T883
Jeffrey Wayne Sargent .................T883
Benjamin A. Shryock ....................T252
Nicholas E. Skinner ......................T585
William Christopher Smith IV........T718
Justin C. Snell...............................T184
Evan A. Spears...........................T6535
William Cabell Spicer....................T894
Carl Louis Timperio III ..................T922
Carl Louis Timperio Jr...................T922
Benjamin M. Tyler.........................T530
Austin Michael West .....................T894
David L. Williams Jr. ..................... T411
Riley David Wilson........................T922

Congratulations to the following 
Arrowmen who became Brotherhood 
members at the Winter Ordeal in 
March.

Daniel Rudy Adams......................T890
Trevor A. Alger..............................T258
Robert Philip Anderson.................T763
Patrick Lane Brinegar ...................T772
Richard Earle Brinegar .................T772
Joshua Allen Buzzell...................T7400
Alexander Wesley Cohn ...............T747
Timothy Grundy Cook...................T503
Justin Ross Cowan.......................T901
Daniel William Crouch ..................T715
Cindy Jo P. Daniel ........................T751
Zachary Haynes Dingle ................T865
William Andy Dobson....................T751
Joshua Steven Dombroski............T735
Ian Joseph Donaher .....................T837
John Carrington Eggleston Jr. ......T498
Matthew Adam Engiles .................T736
Sean Paul Farbolin .......................T837
Jeffrey Dale Giannasi ...................T763
Brian Edward Gibbs......................T880
Donald Page Gibbs ......................T880
Thomas David Graham ..............T6550
Brandon William D. Hawkins ........T819
David Patrick Heath......................T869
Keith L. Holland ............................T772
Benjamin A. Huggins ....................T500
Nathan Marcus Hughes................T826
Donald Horace Jones...................T890
Karl Rudolph Kahsar ....................T891
Patricia Ann King ..........................T258
Josiah D. Leonard ............................. C
Jacob Ronald McCray ..................T175
Duane Keith McCray Sr. ...............T175





The deadline for submissions to the next issue of the Tom-Tom is June 15th.  Please send your 
submissions to the Council Office (return address, below) or to TheTom-Tom@Nawakwa.org.

Sons of Uncas By Randy VanNess

September 10-12.........Summer Ordeal
Camp T. Brady Saunders

October 15-17............... Fall Fellowship
Camp T. Brady Saunders

October 29-31....Nat’l Leadership Sem.
Cub Adventure Camp

THE LOOKOUT

May 14-16..................... Spring Ordeal
Camp T. Brady Saunders

Lodge Elections & Lodge Officer Training Conference
(It is expected that all 2004-2005 officers, advisers, and chairmen 

will attend LOTC on Sunday morning/afternoon, so plan accordingly.)


